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WESTERN GOVERNORS’ ASSOCIATION 
ENCOURAGES YOUNG PEOPLE TO ENGAGE IN

NATURAL RESOURCES PROJECTS ON PUBLIC LANDS

Governor Hickenlooper Supports Employing Young People 
and Connecting Them to the Outdoors
January 20, 2012, Denver, Colo. – The Western Governors’ Association (WGA), in its Western Conservation Corps policy resolution, is encouraging the hiring of young people for natural resource management projects on public lands across the West, through conservation corps that train and employ youth and young adults to work on land, water and energy conservation projects.
The WGA resolution encourages federal agencies, such as the Department of the Interior and Agriculture, and state land agencies to engage youth to meet public lands needs.  The resolution also calls on Congress to pass the Public Lands Service Corps Act of 2011 (S896, HR587), a bipartisan bill aimed at engaging young people through conservation corps to address significant natural resource issues in the West.  
Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper supported the passage of the Western Conservation Corps policy resolution, and his office was instrumental in bringing the resolution to bear. 

The policy resolution is part of a larger “Get Out West!” initiative launched by the Western Governors’ Association.  A “Get Out West!” Advisory Group representing diverse interests has been formed to meet in Denver on Monday, January 23, 2012 (Curtis Hotel, 9:00 a.m.).  This initiative’s primary goals are to promote outdoor recreation and get “families and children outdoors and enjoying the grandeur of the West.” The initiative is looking at the economic benefits of recreation, the extent and condition of recreation assets (trails, rafting streams, etc.) and ways to get kids and families involved in the outdoors. The Western Conservation Corps policy resolution supports “Get Out West!” by encouraging youth corps to protect and preserve these natural resources. Land stewardship projects include trail maintenance, weed and diseased-tree removal, tree planting, fencing, drainage work, river restoration, new trail construction and other projects.
“At a time when youth and young adult unemployment is 18 percent, and there are $25 billion worth of backlogged maintenance and resource management needs on public and tribal lands and waters, this policy resolution is enthusiastically welcomed,” said Jennifer Freeman, executive director of the Colorado Youth Corps Association. “We salute Governor Hickenlooper for recognizing the importance of bringing youth and public land agencies together in a way that meets economic and environmental needs, not only in Colorado, but in the entire western region.”

In addition to employing youth, conservation corps help connect them to the great American outdoors by encouraging them to actively spend more time outside. A 2011 study by Texas A&M University concluded conservation corps participants are significantly more likely to pursue outdoor recreation activities such as hiking, backpacking, camping, bicycling and running, than youth who have never participated in a corps. These activities are also shown to decrease youth obesity.

Youth corps teaches job readiness and leadership skills with the goal of preparing young citizens to be productive and ready for the work force. It also gives young people important time in the outdoors and educates them about a range of stewardship issues, including water conservation, land use, fire danger and the impact of invasive species. While in the corps, members can receive high school or college credits or prepare to take their GED. They are also eligible to receive AmeriCorps education awards for college, trade school or student loans. Corpsmembers also earn a full-time wage.



About Colorado Youth Corps Association (CYCA)

The Colorado Youth Corps Association (CYCA) is a statewide coalition of 10 accredited youth conservation corps that employ and train youth and young adults on land, water and energy conservation projects. Youth corps is a proven strategy for engaging young people in service to their communities and stewardship of their environment while cultivating valuable skills to meet the challenges of the 21st century. For more information about CYCA or the statewide youth corps coalition, visit www.CYCA.org. 
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