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November 19, 2007
Denver, Colorado - The Colorado Youth Corps Association (CYCA) announced today that it has received a two-year $50,000 Daniels Fund grant to further its mission.  

CYCA is a coalition of eleven youth conservation corps programs.  CYCA and youth corps programs engage young people in the conservation of Colorado’s natural resources while improving the future for youth participants through work, learning, and service to their communities.  

Youth corps participants, ages 14-25, conserve the beautiful places that Coloradoans love and use on a regular basis.  A visit to a State Park, National Park, National Forest, or even a city park on Colorado’s high plains, Front Range or Western Slope will undoubtedly take visitors to trails and wildlife habitat restored by a youth corps crew.  

Youth conservation corps, based on the Civilian Conservation Corps of the 1930’s New Deal Days, are comprehensive employment and education programs that use conservation work projects as a means of developing young people’s work and life skills.  Youth corps engage and connect young people to their communities and their environment.  They do this by requiring that youth invest in, not simply appreciate or learn about, the environment.  Colorado’s public spaces are improved as a result, but the biggest winners are the young people who are working for their own futures.  

According to Jennifer Freeman, CYCA’s executive director, “this grant represents tremendous private sector support for the state’s youth corps network.  The Daniels Fund has made a significant investment in the future of Colorado’s youth.”  CYCA will use the Daniels Fund grant to undertake several efforts over a two-year period to expand its ability to serve more at-risk and low income youth and create strategic partnerships designed to strengthen the youth corps network.  
The Daniels Fund operates the Daniels College Prep and Scholarship Program and the Daniels Fund Grants Program in Colorado, New Mexico, Wyoming, and Utah.  The Fund was established in 1997 by Bill Daniels, a pioneer in cable television known for his kindness and generosity to those in need.  Visit www.danielsfund.org for more information.
For more information about CYCA, contact Jennifer Freeman at 303-863-0602 or visit www.cyca.org.
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