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FOUR COLORADO YOUTH CORPS PROGRAMS DEPLOY YOUNG PEOPLE TO THE GULF COAST TO HELP WITH LONG-TERM RECOVERY
Bay Saint Louis, MS.  June 1, 2007—Four Colorado youth corps programs will deploy crews this month to the Gulf Coast as part of The Corps Network’s Gulf Coast Recovery Corps to assist residents along the Mississippi Gulf Coast in the long-term recovery efforts.  
Four youth corps accredited by the Colorado Youth Corps Association will send crews: Southwest Conservation Corps (headquartered in Durango), Colorado Range Rider Youth Corps (headquartered in Sterling), Colorado Legends and Legacies Youth Corps (headquartered in Colorado Springs), and the Rocky Mountain Youth Corps (headquartered in Steamboat Springs).
The crews will be completing service and conservation work in Gulfport, Waveland, Kiln and Pearlington, MS, with projects ranging from home construction and rehabilitation to trail building and environmental restoration.  
Katie Rose, field director of the Gulf Coast Recovery Corps, said, “June will be our busiest month on record with more than a hundred skilled young people in Mississippi from our nation’s Service and Conservation Corps.  We’re thrilled to be helping in so many facets of the recovery efforts.  Our crews will be doing everything from rebuilding homes for dislocated residents to restoring the environment which was devastated by Katrina and is critical to tourism in the area.”

Project highlights include:
The Colorado Legends and Legacies Youth Corps will focus on home construction. The crews will partner with the Pearlington Recovery Center and will be involved in every step of house construction from laying foundations to hanging sheet rock to installing cabinets and doors.  
The Colorado Range Riders Youth Corps will partner with the Waveland Citizens Fund to assist in the construction of new homes in Waveland.  Crews will also work in partnership with Habitat for Humanity helping to build affordable new homes in Bay St. Louis and Waveland.

(continued)

The Rocky Mountain Youth Corps will continue work on the Greenway project sponsored by the Turkey Creek Community Initiative (TCCI) in northern Gulfport.  Rocky Mountain Youth Corps will also work cooperatively on a number of environmental restoration projects with other area parks.
The Southwest Conservation Corps will refurbish three houses with the Waveland Citizen Fund.  Crews will also work on house building with Habitat for Humanity and construct a new nature trail on the Kiln Library property for community use. 

About the Gulf Coast Recovery Corps

The Gulf Coast Recovery Corps assists residents impacted by the devastation of Hurricane Katrina in long-term recovery efforts along the Gulf Coast of Mississippi.   The Gulf Coast Recovery Corps deploys crews of young people (ages 18-25) from the nation’s 113 Service and Conservation Corps for four week projects that include rebuilding homes and structures, chopping down damaged trees near homes, removing debris, restoring trails, replanting marshes and trees, performing environmental restoration and completing other projects. 

Building upon the successes of the Gulf Coast Recovery Corps, The Corps Network will establish a permanent Gulf Coast Conservation Corps this year to continue meeting the needs of local residents in the long-term recovery efforts.  For more information about the Gulf Coast Recovery Corps, contact Katie Rose at krose@corpsnetwork.org or (228) 229-0803.

About the Colorado Youth Corps Association (CYCA)

CYCA is a non-profit organization that represents the state’s network of eleven youth conservation corps.  Youth corps in the state engage over 900 young people annually in the conservation of Colorado’s natural resources while improving the future for youth participants through work, learning, and service to their communities.  
For more information about Colorado youth conservation corps, contact Jennifer Freeman at jfreeman@cyca.org or 303-863-0602
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