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The Colorado Youth Corps Association (CYCA) was instrumental in securing support from the Western Governors’ Association (WGA) for a policy resolution urging Congress to appropriate $12 million annually for conservation corps to undertake work projects on public lands.  If approved by Congress, these funds will help WGA member states complete significant amounts of on-the-ground work projects to address critical issues using conservation corps crews.   
The WGA unanimously passed the policy resolution in support of appropriations for the Public Lands Corps Healthy Forests Restoration Act at their June 13, 2006 annual meeting.  Conservation projects authorized in the Act are those that help to improve western public lands, such as fire mitigation and weed eradication.  The resolution also pledges Western Governors’ full support of efforts to build conservation corps capacity in the west and recognizes corps as effective workforce development programs.   
There are more than 30 conservation corps in WGA member states that engage more than 12,000 young people on conservation projects annually.  

According to Ann Baker Easley, CYCA’s executive director, “Corps programs in western states constitute more than half of the corps capacity in the nation and these states contain 93% of the nation’s public lands.   As a result, western corps have the experience and opportunity to put these funds to good use to tackle issues related to water, weeds, fire, and wildlife.”
The resolution is posted on the WGA website: http://www.westgov.org/wga/policy/06/YCC.pdf
Youth conservation corps, based on the Civilian Conservation Corps of the 1930’s New Deal Days, are comprehensive employment and education programs that use conservation work projects as a means of developing young people’s work and life skills.  
CYCA is a non-profit organization that supports the state’s network of eleven youth conservation corps.  Youth corps engage 800 young people annually in the conservation of Colorado’s natural resources while improving the future for youth participants through work, learning, and service to their communities.  
For more information, contact Ann Baker Easley at 303-863-0604.
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