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PARKS & WILDLIFE CONSERVATION PROJECTS ANNOUNCED

Colorado Youth Corps Association Announces $500,000 in Great Outdoors Colorado Lottery Funding for Improvements to Parks and Wildlife Habitats 
July 6, 2011, Denver, Colo. – The Colorado Youth Corps Association (CYCA) announced a slate of land conservation and outdoor recreation improvement projects in Colorado Division of Parks and Wildlife areas that will enhance Colorado’s parks and wildlife habitats, while providing jobs for 200 young people ages 16 to 25. The projects are made possible through $500,000 in lottery funding from Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO). In all, $1 million in GOCO/lottery funds have been invested in youth corps land stewardship projects in 2011 and 2012.  In June, the first $500,000 in funding was announced for local government and open space projects. 

The youth corps projects include trail maintenance, weed and diseased-tree removal, tree planting, fencing, drainage work, river restoration, new trail construction and more. The Colorado State Parks that will benefit include Cherry Creek, Eldorado Canyon, Golden Gate, St. Vrain, Colorado River, Navajo, Stagecoach, Steamboat, Sylvan Lake, Arkansas Headwaters, Lathrop, Trinidad, Castlewood Canyon, Chatfield, Lory, State Forest, Sylvan, Vega and Eleven Mile. Wildlife areas include Wray Fish Hatchery, Bellvue Watson Fish Hatchery, Tilman-Bishop, Piceance, Delaney Butte Lakes, Radium, Salida, Skaguay Spillway, Beaver Creek, Bosque del Oso, Conejos County Public Shooting Range, Escalante, Lone Cone/Jim Olterman, Chipeta Lake and Cimarron, and Billy Creek.  Corpsmembers will also teach 5,000 children and youth to fish through the Division of Parks and Wildlife’s Angler Education program. 

Governor John Hickenlooper announced in April that $1 million in GOCO/Lottery funding would create outdoor jobs for youth and young adults through the 10 youth corps accredited by the CYCA. Jennifer Freeman, CYCA’s executive director, “appreciates the foresight of GOCO, the Colorado Division of Parks and Wildlife, and the Governor for understanding that young people are an asset and can help tackle some of our state’s critical conservation issues.  The young people working on these projects will gain valuable work experience, education, and training, while also improving the state for residents, tourists, and wildlife.”

The participating youth corps are Larimer County Youth Conservation Corps, Mile High Youth Corps, Mile High Youth Corps - Colo. Springs, Rocky Mountain Youth Corps, Southwest Conservation Corps - Four Corners, Southwest Conservation Corps - Los Valles, Western Colorado Conservation Corps, and Weld County Youth Conservation Corps.

Youth corps teaches job readiness and leadership skills with the goal of preparing young citizens to be productive and ready for the work force.  It also gives young people important time in the outdoors and educates them about a range of stewardship issues, including water conservation, land use, fire danger and the impact of invasive species. While in the corps, members can receive high school or college credits or prepare to take their GED. They are also eligible to receive AmeriCorps education awards for college, trade school or student loans. Corpsmembers also earn a full-time wage.




The funding initiative provides jobs for a segment of the population with high unemployment. The national unemployment rate for 16-to-24 year olds is currently 25 percent. 
###
About Colorado Youth Corps Association (CYCA)

The Colorado Youth Corps Association (CYCA) is a statewide coalition of 10 accredited youth conservation corps that employ and train youth and young adults on land, water and energy conservation projects. Youth corps is a proven strategy for engaging young people in service to their communities and stewardship of their environment while cultivating valuable skills to meet the challenges of the 21st century. For more information about CYCA or the statewide youth corps coalition, visit www.CYCA.org. 
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