Dear Editor,

I would like to thank Representative Dan Gibbs and Senate President Joan Fitz-Gerald for co-sponsoring HB-1130, a forest restoration bill.  The bill, recently signed by Governor Ritter at a ceremony in Frisco, provides $1 million for forest restoration projects in response to the pine-beetle infestation.
The bill encourages the use of youth conservation corps accredited by the Colorado Youth Corps Association on these important forest restoration projects.  Youth corps will work with local, state, and federal agencies to mitigate fuel build-up and replant forest areas to help prevent catastrophic wildfires and soil erosion.  
The eleven youth corps serving the state are thrilled to involve their 900 participating youth and young adults in this important work while offering them a wage and an AmeriCorps scholarship.  Youth corps will help improve the health of Colorado’s forests and protect water quality for local communities while simultaneously training the next generation of natural resources workers.  
Greg Clifton
Chairman of the Board, Colorado Youth Corps Association

Town Manager, Town of Ridgway

