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WHAT ARE YOUTH CORPS?

· Youth corps are employment, training and education organizations based on the Civilian Conservation Corps model of the New Deal days.
· Corpsmembers engage in a variety of education and life skills activities in addition to completing work projects important to Colorado.
· Youth corps produce tangible results for Colorado communities and improve the lives of Colorado’s youth.

WHAT IS THE COLORADO YOUTH CORPS ASSOCIATION?
The Colorado Youth Corps Association (CYCA) is a statewide coalition of 10 accredited youth conservation corps that employ and train youth and young adults on land, water, and energy conservation projects.  Most corpsmembers are between the ages of 14 and 25, but youth corps also engage middle school students in service-learning projects and older young adults in internships.
PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS 

Enhancing Colorado’s Recreation Infrastructure
· Constructing and maintaining Colorado’s trail system 

· Improving outdoor recreation amenities such as campgrounds, playgrounds, parks, and hunting and fishing amenities

· Reducing risk to public land users by mitigating beetle kill hazard along trails, roads and campgrounds

Restoring Wildlife Habitat and Maintaining Healthy Forests
· Installing and dismantling fences

· Improving riparian areas 

· Mitigating invasive species 
· Reducing beetle kill hazard and wildfire risk
· Capturing and verifying GPS data for habitat and forest health purposes
Conserving Water and Energy
· Installing water and energy saving measures and weatherizing low-income residents’ homes and other buildings 

· Constructing and planting drought-tolerant xeriscape gardens 

· Constructing and rehabilitating affordable housing using energy-saving technology

· Restoring burn or beetle-kill areas to prevent erosion and protect water quality


BENEFITS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
· Earn a wage while learning to be a productive and contributing member of society
· Earn an AmeriCorps Education Award for college or trade school ($1,100 - $5,300)
· Continue their education through high school credits, cash college scholarships, internships, or up to nine community college credits in natural resources
· Become active and engaged citizens, get inspired to care about the environment, prepare for the workforce, and gain a desire to seek higher education (research shows that youth corps lead to all of these things).
· Work hard & have fun!
BENEFITS FOR COLORADO: RESIDENTS, VISITORS, WILDLIFE, AND PUBLIC LANDS 
· Engages young people in the outdoors through stewardship
· Creates jobs for youth and young adults who are unemployed at twice the rate of adults
· Generates a cost effective labor source
· Develops a constituency for public lands conservation through “sweat equity”
· Offers transparency and accountability in funds management
· Enables self-contained crews that have equipment, transportation, and skilled supervision
· Generates high-quality work product with lasting benefits for the state
2010 BY THE NUMBERS
· Ten accredited youth corps served 1,800 young people - a 50% increase from 2008.
· Most corps in the state received nine applicants for every one position in 2010, up from 1-3 applicants for every position in prior years.

· CYCA and youth corps distributed $1.3 million in AmeriCorps education awards to more than 1,000 young people.

· Corpsmembers contributed 500,000 hours of labor on conservation projects.

· Youth corps leveraged $1.5 million for conservation projects.

· CYCA placed 26 full-time VISTA volunteers at youth corps and other youth serving non-profits throughout the state which increased the number of low-income youth who have the chance to learn, work, and play outdoors.
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