CORPSMEMBER HIGHLIGHTS
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Youth Speaker

Juan Marquez-Martinez
Mile High Youth Corps
2010 Corpsmember of the Year

Juan, 18, exemplifies the spirit of youth corps. Despite losing his father in his freshman year of high school, and living with a lifelong hearing impairment, Juan has shown perseverance and dedication to staying in school and finding a job to support his son and wife. 

Juan’s position at the youth corps in 2010 required flexibility and the ability to master the technical skills needed to build a trail one day and remove Russian olive trees the next. He excelled in this role. With a talent for connecting with his peers, Juan, who lives in Denver, often went out of his way to encourage other corpsmembers. One of his peers said, “Juan consistently demonstrates enthusiasm, always has a positive attitude and keeps the crew motivated.”

Juan continued to work from the summer into the fall season, becoming the youngest corpsmember at Mile High Youth Corps to earn an S-212 chainsaw certification. Throughout both seasons, Juan was taking classes at Arapahoe Community College, working two part-time jobs and supporting his family. His crewleader commented, “Juan inspired a passion for service and raised the bar for everyone around him with an amazing attitude that was contagious.”

Juan successfully completed two terms of service with Mile High Youth Corps, earning $3,250 for higher education expenses. He has returned to the corps in 2011 to serve in a yearlong AmeriCorps Leadership and Conservation program. He plans to continue his studies at Arapahoe Community College and would like to transfer to the University of Colorado at Boulder to study mechanical engineering. 

Mile High Youth Corps Contact: 

Kelly Causey, (303) 903-3431, kellyc@mhyc.net
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Marshall Masayesva
Southwest Conservation Corps-Four Corners

2010 Corpsmember of the Year

Marshall, a youth corps veteran, has served with three conservation corps and excelled in each one. Growing up on the Hopi Indian Reservation in Arizona, Marshall learned the value of hard work and felt that the corps would help him decide which path to take in life. Marshall, 22, is a student at Ft. Lewis College in Durango, and has earned two AmeriCorps Education Awards totaling $2,500.  

Marshall recently finished a term on the Dolores River Restoration Crew, removing the invasive tamarisk plants in order to improve wildlife habitat. Marshall’s crewleaders said that he is “a very mature and responsible crew member and a pleasure to work with, and always goes above and beyond expectations at work and at camp,” adding that he “shares relevant and interesting things about his culture” with the crew.  

Marshall is an excellent role model for those he works with and has great potential as a leader. He plans to finish his studies at Ft. Lewis College and then pursue a career in environmental biology. Thinking back to his last term with the Southwest Conservation Corps, Marshall said, “It was great to impact the environment, especially in such a beautiful place. Even though it was super cold each morning, I was excited to get to work!”
Southwest Conservation Corps-Four Corners Contact: 
Chris Nesset, 970-759-3458, chris@sccorps.org
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Dominica Alloy
Southwest Conservation Corps-Los Valles 

2010 Corpsmember of the Year

A natural leader at 16 years old, Dominica served as an assistant crewleader for the corps’ first Learn and Serve Program. During her time with the corps, this high school student from Salida displayed exceptional leadership skills, dedication to the community and a high level of dependability.

Dominica joined the corps because she felt it would be a great way to give back to her native Colorado, mentor youth and learn more about conservation work. Dominica helped supervise 10 middle school students.  In this role, her crew responsibilities included motivating corpsmembers, leading education sessions, managing risk, mediating conflict and promoting environmental stewardship and a service ethic. 
When Dominica was asked what she learned this season she replied, “I learned how to build and maintain trails, how to work with teenagers who are younger than me, and how to become more of a leader that the kids would listen to and respect.” Megan Strauss, a Southwest Conservation Corps staff member, stated, “The program was a great experience for our crews, and a lot of that had to do with Dominica’s constant dedication to the kids and the program.”

Dominica is a member of the Salida High School Student Council and regularly participates in school and neighborhood clean-ups, Walk for the Cure and Cancer Climb. Southwest Conservation Corps could not have asked for a more well rounded and dedicated member of the corps. And at just 16, Dominica has many more years of leadership ahead of her.
Southwest Conservation Corps-Los Valles Contact: 
Heather MacSlarrow, 719-580-5972, heather@sccorps.org
